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Art Unit: 2785 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication 
in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-6, 24 5 3 0 and 41-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Sun Microsystems Computer Company, "Solstice SyMON User's Guide" (referred to as 
"SyMON"). 

Claims 1 and 2: 

SyMON describes an invention for reporting a failure in a computer system. 

SyMON "identifies hardware and software conditions quickly", Page 1-1 (detects a 
system failure condition). 

In SyMON data (such as the "state of its components" - failure information, SyMON 
page 1-2) that is gathered by the Data Capture Layer (see SyMON page 1-2) is transmitted to the 
Management Application Program (see SyMON page 1-3). This information is saved (the 
current state is always saved), and failure information is saved to a log file (SyMON page 1-3). 
The Event Handler is responsible for reporting the occurrence of an event to the CPU. 
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Claims 3 and 4: 

In SyMON, the Graphical User Interface (see SyMON page 1-3) is responsible for 
notifying an operator of a failure through the use of displaying a message on the monitor coupled 
to the system. 

Claim 5: 

SyMON maintains a "log file of Solstice SyMON-detected conditions for future analysis" 
(page 1-2) which implies that the system operator is capable of accessing the failure information 
from the system log. 

Claim 6: 

SyMON records the time that events occur (page 1-3). 
Claim 24: 

SyMON "identifies hardware and software conditions quickly 55 , Page 1-1 (detects a 
system failure condition). 

In SyMON data (such as the "state of its components 55 - failure information, SyMON 
page 1-2) that is gathered by the Data Capture Layer (see SyMON page 1-2) is transmitted to the 
Management Application Program (see SyMON page 1-3). This information is saved (the 
current state is always saved), and failure information is saved to a log file with time values 
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(SyMON page 1-3). The Event Handler is responsible for reporting the occurrence of an event to 
the CPU. 

In SyMON, the Graphical User Interface (see SyMON page 1-3) is responsible for 
notifying an operator of a failure through the use of displaying a message on the monitor coupled 
to the system. 

Claim 30: 

SyMON "identifies hardware and software conditions quickly", Page 1-1 (detects a 
system failure condition). 

In SyMON data (such as the "state of its components" - failure information, SyMON 
page 1-2) that is gathered by the Data Capture Layer (see SyMON page 1-2) is transmitted to the 
Management Application Program (see SyMON page 1-3). This information is saved (the 
current state is always saved), and failure information is saved to a log file with time values 
(SyMON page 1-3). The Event Handler is responsible for reporting the occurrence of an event to 
the CPU. 

In SyMON, the Graphical User Interface (see SyMON page 1-3) is responsible for 
notifying an operator (which typically is on a remote computer), of a failure through the use of 
displaying a message on the monitor coupled to the system. The user is also able to view the 
system log information. 
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Art Unit: 2785 
Claim 41: 

SyMON "identifies hardware and software conditions quickly", Page 1-1 (detects a 
system failure condition). 

In SyMON data (such as the "state of its components" - failure information, SyMON 
page 1-2) that is gathered by the Data Capture Layer (see SyMON page 1-2) is transmitted to the 
Management Application Program (see SyMON page 1-3). This information is saved (the 
current state is always saved), and failure information is saved to a log file with time values 
(SyMON page 1-3). 

The Event Handler can also cause the execution of an operation in response to detecting a 
system failure condition (SyMON page 1-4). 

Claims 42 and 43: 

One operation the Event Handler performs is to notify an operator of a failure via the 
Graphical User Interface (SyMON pages 1-3 and 1-4). 



Claims 44: 



SyMON logs events and allows the operator to view these logs. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7-23 and 25-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sun Microsystems Computer Company, "Solstice SyMON User's Guide" (referred to as 
"SyMON") in view of Shigematsu et al, US Patent No. 5,432,7 15. 

Claims 7 and 8: 

SyMON discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. 

SyMON does not explicitly describe the process of event signal transmission. 

Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
a bit vector. One common polling technique is to have the sending device transmit an interrupt 
signal to the receiving device and then have the receiving device respond by reading the message 
stored by the sending device. 
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It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 

Claims 9 and 10: 

SyMON discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. 

SyMON does not explicitly describe the process of event signal transmission. 

Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
a bit vector. One common polling technique is to have the receiving device check with a register 
of the sending device at periodic intervals to see if a message is waiting. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 
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Claims 11, 12 and 13: 

SyMON discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. 

SyMON does not explicitly describe the process of event signal transmission. 

Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
a bit vector. One common polling technique is to have the sending device transmit an interrupt 
signal to the receiving device and then have the receiving device respond by reading the message 
stored by the sending device. Both SyMON and Shigematsu include reporting the occurrence of 
an event to a computer via a remote interface. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 



Claims 14 and 15: 

Both SyMON and Shigematsu are designed to notify an operator of the failure, through a 
display message on a monitor. 
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Claim 16: 

SyMON provides for a log of failure information which can be viewed by an operator. 
Claims 17 and 18: 

Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
a bit vector. One common transmission technique is to have the sending device transmit a ready 
to read signal to the receiving device and then have the receiving device respond by reading the 
message stored by the sending device. Both Shigematsu and SyMON (see page 1-2 "the MAP ... 
typically runs on a different machine in the network) can report error events to a remote 
computer, within the network. It is understood that network communications can be performed 
via modem to modem connections. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 
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Art Unit: 2785 
Claim 19: 

In order for a communications device to communicate with another, it must first establish 
a connection, for a modem connection, this would be performed by calling the phone number 
connected to the other computer. 



An implied component of any computer-to-computer connection involve verification of 
access authority. 

Claims 21 and 22: 

Both SyMON and Shigematsu are designed to notify an operator of the failure, through a 
display message on a monitor. 



Claim 20: 



Claim 23: 



SyMON provides for a log of failure information which can be viewed by an operator. 



Claims 25 and 26: 

SyMON discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. 
SyMON does not explicitly describe the process of event signal transmission. 
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Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
a bit vector. One common polling technique is to have the sending device transmit an interrupt 
signal to the receiving device and then have the receiving device respond by reading the message 
stored by the sending device. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 

Claims 27 and 28: 

SyMON discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. 

SyMON does not explicitly describe the process of event signal transmission. 

Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
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a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
a bit vector. One common polling technique is to have the receiving device check with a register 
of the sending device at periodic intervals to see if a message is waiting. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 

Claim 29: 

SyMON monitors the state of its hardware components. Page 3-5 further indicates that 
temperature is a monitored property. 

Claims 31 and 32: 

SyMON discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. 

SyMON does not explicitly describe the process of event signal transmission. 

Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
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a bit vector. One common polling technique is to have the sending device transmit an interrupt 
signal to the receiving device and then have the receiving device respond by reading the message 
stored by the sending device. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 

Claims 33 and 34: 

Both SyMON and Shigematsu are designed to notify an operator of the failure, through a 
display message on a monitor. 

Claims 35 and 36: 

Shigematsu et al also discloses a system for reporting a failure in a computer system. The 
invention of Shigematsu includes a self-monitoring unit (component 5-1) which is responsible 
for monitoring the status of a system. This unit is responsible for generating a message and 
sending it to the message transmitting unit. Although Shigematsu does not refer to the setting of 
a bit in a bit vector, it is understood that the status of devices will likely be represented as a bit in 
a bit vector. One common transmission technique is to have the sending device transmit a ready 
to read signal to the receiving device and then have the receiving device respond by reading the 



Application/Control Number: 08/942,168 
Art Unit: 2785 



Page 14 



message stored by the sending device. Both Shigematsu and SyMON (see page 1-2 "the MAP ... 
typically runs on a different machine in the network) can report error events to a remote 
computer, within the network. It is understood that network communications can be performed 
via modem to modem connections. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to include a interface 
between a monitoring unit and the monitoring CPU. 

A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include an interface in 
order to distribute processing and facilitate communication to the CPU. 

Claim 37: 

In order for a communications device to communicate with another, it must first establish 
a connection, for a modem connection, this would be performed by calling the phone number 
connected to the other computer. 



Claim 38: 

An implied component of any computer-to-computer connection involve verification of 
access authority. 
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Claims 39 and 40: 

Both SyMON and Shigematsu are designed to notify an operator of the failure, through a 
display message on a monitor. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- KiKinis, US Patent No. 5,63 1,847 describes a system for notification when a server endures a 
failure. 

- Sun Microsystems, "Remote Systems Diagnostics Installation & User Guide" describes a 
system for remote analysis and monitoring of system events in a server. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Shaw whose telephone number is (703) 305-063 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel, can be reached on (703) 305-9713 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3718 . 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




May 19, 1999 



